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A WORD FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

by Hansel Pham

 With this newsletter, we 
are more than halfway through 
VietHope’s most ambitious year ever.  
 In 2006, VietHope’s scholarship 
programs have seen unprecedented growth and 
expansion.  As described in Nam-Tran’s article on 
VietHope projects on page 2, this year VietHope 
is preparing to offer 100 Merit Scholarships 
to talented students who demonstrate 
academic excellence and financial need, 
not including an additional 150 scholarships 
reserved particularly for first-year university 
students.  In addition, VietHope will provide 
triple the amount of Community Scholarships 
to schoolchildren in villages facing severe 
resource constraints as compared to last year.
 As such, in 2006 VietHope doubled its 
efforts to obtain and maintain the financial support 
needed to sustain this increased program activity.  
As noted in our Fundraising update on page 4, 
we are aspiring to a goal of fundraising $50,000 
in 2006—more than four times last year’s goal.  
 To do this, VietHope first remains 
committed to minimizing administrative expenses 
such that donations and sponsorships can 
continue to be used directly for our 
programs and projects.  In that respect, 
VietHope is blessed by its growing base 
of U.S. members volunteering their time to 

further VietHope’s mission.  We have added new 
members in the Boston area and have welcomed 
back important members who are now resuming 
key leadership roles within the organization.
 Second, VietHope has sought to draw 
upon the continued generosity of its donors and 
sponsors while simultaneously diversifying its 
sources of revenues.  Therefore, in addition to 
our communication with our donors, VietHope 
has already participated in two successful 
fundraising events in Boston.  In March 2006, 
VietHope partnered with the University of 
Massachusetts Boston’s Vietnamese Student 
Association to host a cultural night, which 
Tai Phan describes on page 5.  Van Nguyen, 
VietHope’s Fundraising Chair, describes on page 
4 VietHope’s Annual Benefit Dinner in Boston’s 
Chinatown featuring a six-course Chinese 
banquet at the China Pearl restaurant and 
performances by guitarist Vo Thanh Binh, vocalist 
Vudoo Soul, and the MIT Argentine Tango Club.
 VietHope was fortunate enough to 
collaborate with an enterprising family who 
raised money to provide school supplies 
to students in the village of Binh Gia.  The 
results of this highly successful project are 
detailed in Xuan’s touching thank-you letter 
to the family in page 2 of this newsletter.
 Now that we have a proven track 
record and established our ability to complete 
successful projects, VietHope is in the process 
of applying for various corporate and government 
grants to supplement these fundraising efforts.  
 As a result of these combined 
activities, VietHope has already received more 
donations and gifts from public sources in 
2006-to-date than it did in all of 2005.  With 
your continued support, we can make the 
remainder of 2006 an even greater success!
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Scholarship
Programs:
• Merit Scholarship
  Program:  Provide
  access to educ
  tion for poor students
  in rural areas from
  grade 1-12 ($120
  student/year).  Merit
  is a renewal schola
  ship program wher
  by scholarships are
  renewed on a  yearly
  basis until students
  finish grade 12 or
  fail to meet VietHope
  criteria.
• University Schola
  ship Program (USP): 
  Provide access to
  education for di
  advantaged students
  at the university level
  ($150/student/year).
   -   USP aims to
       develop a network
       of university
       students and
       potential co
       mmunity leaders.
   -   Summer activities
       for USP scholars
       to learn/
       experience co
       mmunity service
• Community Scholar-
  ship Program: 
  Providemonetary
  support for uniforms
  and school supplies
  for the poorest of the
  poor.

Investing in Infra-
structure:  
Provide access to 
education by improv-
ing the infrastructure 
of schools, libraries 
and learning centers.

UPDATES ON VIETHOPE PROJECTS

Achieving Program Goals and Much More

by Nam-Tran Nguyen

 As we approach the final quarter 
of 2006, the Project team is preparing to 
execute on the project goals for 2006.  
After months of planning, coordination and 
establishing partnerships, VietHope is ready 
to more than double our programs and project 
pipeline.  For 2006, our project goals are to:

• Double the Merit Scholarship from 50 
awards in 2005 to 100 awards in 2006

• Triple the University Scholarship from 40 
awards in 2005 to 150 awards in 2006

• Triple the dollar amount awarded to 
Community Scholarship recipients

• Implement processes and metrics for 
VietHope monitoring and evaluation

 In setting these ambitious goals in 2006, 
VietHope hopes to transform our programs to help 
as many deserving students as possible while 
maintaining the efficient and effective use of our 
resources.  We are on track to achieve these  goals.
 In addition to the official 2006 goals, 
VietHope recently participated in a number 
of rewarding initiatives such as the  Binh Gia 
project.  In July, VietHope organized a trip to Binh 
Gia (located in the Mekong Delta in Vietnam) 
to distribute school supplies to the students 
in the village.  VietHope and its volunteers 
brought backpacks, dictionaries and reading 
material to more than 100 students in Binh Gia. 
 One interesting aspect of this project 
was the collaboration between VietHope and Co 
My Huyen and her family.  After learning about 
VietHope, Co My Huyen and her family decided to 
raise funds to sponsor VietHope projects (the family 
raised $4,500 in two months!).  Given the family’s 
enthusiasm and desire for hands-on experience, 
the VietHope team planned this trip to Binh Gia 
and guided the family to the village.  As our 
volunteers distributed the school supplies and 
witnessed the smiles on the children’s faces, 
they experienced first-hand the profound effects 
of their donation and generosity.

LETTER FROM VIETNAM TO CO MY HUYEN 
AND FAMILY

by Xuan Nguyen

August 15, 2006

Dear co Huyen, chu David, Ike and Max,

 I hope you enjoyed your summer vacation 
in Vietnam, had a safe flight home and are now 
settling smoothly back to work and school. 
 I’m sending you a few photos of our 
last visit to Binh Gia village where the Chau Ro 
ethnic minority lives. I still have vivid memories 
of the village kids’ glittering smiles when they 
ate our bread deliciously and joyfully received 
their new gifts – small dictionaries, pocket 
books, colorful magazines and little schoolbags. 
Look again at their happy faces; don’t you think 
that this, indeed, was our biggest reward? 
 The journey didn’t end there. Two weeks 
later, on July 31 and on your behalf, I traveled to 2 
more ethnic minority villages, K’ren and Preyong 
– 186 miles (300 km) away from Saigon, 1500m 
above the sea level, located near Da Lat highland 
to distribute the rest of your gifts to another 
266 students as well as to monitor VietHope’s 
Community Scholarship Program there. I 
consider this a 2-in-1 working mission because 
we view your contributions as supplementary 
to our community scholarship program which 
focuses on an entire village of poor students and 
grants them a lump sump average of $10-15 per 
student per year for school materials. Last school 
year, we have helped 90 students in Binh Gia, 
115 in K’ren and 151 in Preyong village. With 
this number, I thought that we could be proud.
 But sadly no, the more I go, the more I see, 
the more I realize what little do I know about the 
harsh reality of poverty. What is poverty though? 
It means, to us, living below the World Bank’s 
$1 USD/day poverty line (or $30 USD/month).
Here, at these poor  mountainous villages, they  
earn less than VND 80,000 ($6 USD/month).
This means, to them, not having enough 
food to eat, not to mention other necessities, 
education and health care. It also means 
that there is lots more that can be done. 
 Enough said about their difficult lives, 
let me tell you some exciting news about 
VietHope’s actions to sustain our support for 
these villages. For Binh Gia, K’ren and Preyong, 
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Help Support
VietHope:

Viethope welcomes 
anyone who shares 
our mission.  There 
are a number of ways 
in which you can sup-
port VietHope.

Sponsor a student 
through one of 
VietHope’s Scholar-
ship Programs

Donate to VietHope’s 
infrastructure 
projects

Spread awareness 
about VietHope and 
VietHope’s mission

Donate time and 
energy by becoming 
a VietHope volunteer

ñEducation, in its broad-
est sense, is the means 
of this social continuity 
of life.ò

-John Dewey,
Democracy and Educa-
tion, 1916

we’re reviewing their renewal application for 
2006-2007. To make it more sustainable, 
starting from this year, along with the community 
scholarship program, we are launching a pilot 
project to support children from Grades 1 to 5 
to complete their primary education. What do 
you think if we name it the “No child left behind” 
project?  I have also been in contact with one local 
representative from Pleiku to consider expanding 
our support there. (More on this in my next letter).
 It seems that I have written a long 
letter to tell a very simple message. The long 
and short of it is that all of us at VietHope truly 
appreciate your kind support and inspiration in 
this fundraising idea. Please help us spread 
the word and share your experience. We wish 
you health, peace and best of all, lots of love. 

Best regards,

Xuan.

CHRONICLES OF A UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  ALUMNUS

by Ta Cong Tien

8:20 at the dormitory

Riiiiing ……. riiing ….Oh my God, 8:30 I’m late 
for school... Oh, no school today but yeah, it’s 
tuition fee day. I wonder if mom has sent the 
money over. 

Oh no, mom sent only 500,000 dong. And I need 
900,000 dong to pay tuition. What can I do? Hey 
Tuan, can I borrow some money? 

10:00  at school

 Can I pay my tuition, please? My name is Ta 
Cong Tien, Department of Mechanics, Student 
Code: 20502935. 

Yes, here’s your receipt. 

Hmmm, when will mom send the rest of the 
money over? Oh, I wonder what that crowd is. 

Ahhh, VietHope’s University Scholarship 

Program. $150 USD per student. Well well 
well, this can at least cover the tuition fee and 
two-month expenses. Looks like I can meet the 
criteria for selection: poor student with good 
academic achievements and high university 
passing scores. No harm in trying, I’ll go for it. 

Two months lateré

Have you heard the news of VietHope’s 
scholarship recipients? 

Oh yeah? Let’s me look. 

Yessss!!!! Ta Cong Tien. My dream for the last 
2 months came true! $150 USD equals VND 
2,300,000. My goodness, lots of money. I have 
never seen this much. I’m dying of happiness. No 
more hungry bellies in class. 

That night at the dormitory 

Hey Tuan, I owe you, right? Here, balance paid. 
Thank you so much dear. 

Brothers, come and feast! I bought tons of fruits 
for the celebration of my scholarship award. Hurry 
up for the Fruit Party in Room 303!!!

Wait up, we’re from Room 301, your kind 
neighbor. Can we join too? 

Come on in! 

And the party went on and on until no fruit was 
left. 

Up until now, I still haven’t forgotten those 
indescribable feelings and fine memories of the 
day I received VietHope’s University scholarship. 
From the bottom of my heart, I sincerely thank 
you, VietHope.

“If I give away all my possessions, and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast, but 
do not have love, I gain nothing” - NRSV, 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3  

Thank you for bringing me immeasurable joy, a 
little bit of pride and self- confidence that I can do 
more things tomorrow, no matter how hard it is. 
Thank you for bringing me friends – my brothers 
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Recent additions to 
the VietHope Staff

Ngan Dam
Ngan is a member of 
our Scholarship team.  
Ngan is a high school 
teacher in Boston 
and brings valuable 
“teaching” experience 
to the team

Minh Le
Minh is a member of 
the Fundraising team.  
Minh recently quit 
Corporate America 
(i.e. Palm) to pursue 
a greater passion in 
medicine

David Nguyen
David is VietHope’s 
“CTO”.  David is a 
PhD candidate at 
MIT, working on crazy 
projects in the field of 
neuroscience

My-Anh Nguyen
My-Anh is a VietHope 
member in Hanoi, 
Vietnam.  My-Anh 
works with the USP 
team to expand the 
program to Hanoi.  
My-Anh comes to 
VietHope with a 
wealth of non-profit 
experience

Van Nguyen
Van is Co-Chair of 
the Fundraisiing Com-
mittee.  Van works in 
real estate and brings 
to VietHope a wealth 
of innovative ideas 
and spirit

at the yummy fruit party filled with Vietnamese 
student spirit. And lastly, thank you for letting 
me know one thing which is that I’m never alone 
in this world. Love and help those who are 
disadvantaged around you with all your heart 
and happiness will find its way to you.

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

by Nam-Tran Nguyen

In January 2006, the team set an ambitious 
fundraising goal for 2006, to raise $50,000.  Given 
the tremendous expansion of VietHope programs 
and projects, the team needed to strategically and 
aggressively pursue its fundraising campaign.  In 
addition to donations from individual donors, 
which is the backbone of VietHope financial 
support, this year the team focused on innovative 
ways to achieve our fundraising goal, such as 
fundraising events, corporation/foundations and 
merchandising.  During the first half of 2006, 
VietHope sponsored two events in Boston, raising 
approximately $8,000.  VietHope recently inked 
two collaborations to generate additional income, 
Zazzle and the Amazon Referral Program.  We 
also have tapped into corporate programs, 
such as Genentech and Goldman Sachs.  
 To date, we have raised approximately 
$20,000.  Our goal of $50,000 is still a 
ways off, but we believe we have the 
momentum to get to that goal by year end.  

The VietHope team welcomes any help or 
suggestions from our supporters.  Feel free to 
contact Van at van@viethope.org or Nam-Tran at 
nam-tran@viethope.org on  any  fundraising  issues.

THE FIRST ANNUAL BENEFIT DINNER

by Van Nguyen

 On Sunday June 4, 2006, VietHope 
hosted our Annual Benefit Dinner at China Pearl 
in Boston, MA. Our staff members traveled from 
as far as California and Washington DC to help 
the Boston team organize the big event. With 
almost two hundred guests in attendance, the 
benefit dinner attracted people from all walks 
of life – young professionals, homemakers, 
attorneys, business owners, retirees, Vietnamese 
and non-Vietnamese -  who came together for 
one worthy cause. VietHope exhibits of posters, 
brochures, articles and photos of scholarship 
recipients adorned the tables and walls of the 
third floor of China Pearl. During the first hour 
of the event, guests perused the exhibits on 
display while staff members elaborated on 
VietHope’s programs and projects to them.
 In between exhibits, most guests 
frequented the mouth-watering chocolate fountain, 
the most popular attraction of the night. VietHope 
merchandise ranging from t-shirts, mugs, stamps 
and greeting cards were also on sale by the door. 
Big prizes such as gift certificates valued at $100
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Recent additions to 
the VietHope Staff 
(continued)

Xuan Nguyen
Xuan is a VietHope 
member based in 
Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam.  Xuan coor-
dinates and executes 
VietHope projects in 
Vietnam, with focus 
on the USP.  Xuan 
has deep non-profit 
experience and an 
impressive mastery of 
English

Quang Tran
Quang is a member 
of the fundraising 
team and USP.  Her 
experience at JP 
Morgan will definately 
help our fundraising 
efforts

to Minado and MSC Travel, generously donated 
by Boston-area restaurants and businesses, 
were being raffled off by enthusiastic VietHopers 
along with the VietHope merchandise. 
 While two appetizer courses were 
served, the program started with the VietHope 
presentation, done simultaneously in English 
and Vietnamese, informing the guests on 
VietHope’s mission, projects, programs and 
accomplishments. The four main courses, were 
provided during the musical performances of 
Vo Thanh Binh and Vudoo Soul, both of whom 
graciously donated their time for the benefit 
dinner. Vo Thanh Binh entertained guests 
by performing some classical pieces on his 
electrical guitar. The thunderous applause from 
the audience indicated that Vo Thanh Binh gave 
VietHope a splendid start to the entertainment 
segment of the night. Following the guitarist, 
Vudoo Soul, a “you-gotta-see-it-to-believe-it” 
talent who made it as a Hollywood finalist for 
American Idol Season 2, wowed the audience 
with his vocal abilities. Lastly, the MIT Argentine 
Tango Club captivated the guests with their 
dance moves.  To complete the fabulous evening, 
guests were shown a short video clip of VietHope 
scholarship recipients expressing gratitude to 
donors for their continued financial support. 
 The benefit dinner raised nearly $7000, 
making it the most successful event by donations 
received and by number of attendees. With such 
momentum going forward, VietHopers plan to 
host more fundraising events for the rest of 2006 
and years to come. We will continue to have more 
organized events to attract new people to our 
mission and to reunite with our loyal donors, provide 
great entertainment and raise funds so all poor 
children in Vietnam will have access to education. 
Please check our web-site for updates on future 
fundraising efforts and join us for a great cause!
 Even if you cannot attend an event, 
please send in a donation by writing a check 
or going on-line, so that more children will 
be able to attend school. A sponsorship of 
$120/year for a K-12 student; a sponsorship of 
$150/year for a university student; or a general 
donation to our community scholarship would 
be greatly appreciated. Please also checkout 
our VietHope merchandise link and Amazon link 
on VietHope’s homepage at www.viethope.org. 
A percentage of your purchase total will go 
towards the children VietHope supports. 

Top:  Tai Phan, Kim-Son Nguyen, Chau Nguyen, David 
Nguyen, Hansel Pham
Bottom: Van Nguyen, Anh-Hoa Nguyen, Lynn Huynh & Uyen-
Khanh Quang Dang at the Annual Benefit Dinner in Boston

SPRING SHOWERS OF HOPE 

by Tai Phan

 Shortly after the first fundraiser 
at Harvard University’s Peabody Terrace, 
VietHope partnered up with UMass Boston’s 
Vietnamese Student Association (VSA) through 
the organization’s University Alliance (VUA) 
program. The aim was to raise funds to support 
talented children with financial difficulties 
throughout Vietnam and to increase awareness 
of Vietnamese culture and VietHope within the 
UMass campus and the Boston community.  
Together, the two organizations began to 
exchange ideas with the hope of creating an 
opportunity for Boston students and residents 
to come and enjoy a cultural celebration filled 
with classical entertainment and enriching dishes  
in a fun atmosphere. And they did just that. 
 Held on April 8th, 2006 at a luxurious, 
state-of-the-art ballroom at UMass Boston main 
campus, “Spring Showers of Hope” opened 
its doors to a huge and enthusiastic crowd. 
Attendees of all ages filed their way into a 
vivid ballroom like a Hollywood blockbuster 
movie premiere.  Among them was Vietnamese 
actor Don Duong from San Jose, California. 
Duong has appeared in various award-
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winning movies such as “We Were Soldiers” 
and “Three Seasons”. He gave full support to 
VietHope and UMass VSA for their benevolent 
work in enhancing the education in Vietnam. 
 Standing behind majestic towering 
windows, people had a chance to take 
in priceless panoramas of Dorchester’s 
Columbia Point and the John F. Kennedy’s 
Presidential Library and museum.  
 Guests were quite curious about VietHope 
and inquired about the non-profit organization. 
One after the other, they each walked over 
to the exhibition for more information. People 
read recent newsletters and asked VietHope 
members questions about past projects, proud 
accomplishments and opportunities for getting 
involved with the organization.  VietHope’s 
Director Kim-Son Nguyen and Project Chair Lynn 
Huynh gave an astounding and heartwarming 
presentation briefing the audience on Vietnam’s 
socioeconomics, VietHope’s mission and role 
on providing scholarships assisting students of 
various levels.  The totaled funds donated to 
VietHope that night surpassed $3,000 and over 
300 people showed up and made it a memorable 
moment. Among guests were students from 
Boston University VSA who generously made a 
$300 donation with the commitment to include 
VietHope in their upcoming cultural events.
 The event was a success.   Attendees 
seemed satisfied and pleased with the night. 
Students and professionals all seemed 
happy – not just for spending half of the 
day eating and drinking but also, and more 
importantly, for the contributions they made.  
Contributions which will provide Vietnamese 
children the financial aid and guidance they 
need to help build a brighter, better future.
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for a prosperous Vietnam tomorrow

Donation Form

The objective of VietHope’s Scholarship & University 
programs is to provide financial assistance to 
children in poor and rural areas in Vietnam who 
cannot afford the costs of continuing their education.  
The students are selected on the basis of financial 
need, performance in school, and their motivation 
to excel.  Your contribution will directly support the 
education of these children.

Name:______________________________

Address:____________________________

            _____________________________

Email:______________________________

Please check one or several of the boxes:

□     I wish to sponsor a child through VietHope’s 
Merit Scholarship Program at $120/year.  I will 
help children in Vietnam attain a higher level of 
education.

□     I wish to make a contribution towards the 
University Scholarship Program of $________.

□     I wish to support and become involved in 
VietHope’s work by becoming a member at $25/
year.

□     I wish to make a general donation to VietHope 
of $_______________

*Please make checks payable to:

VietHope, Inc.
423 Brookline Avenue, #199

Boston, MA  02215

_________________________________________
Signature    Date


